Can a physician sue a pharmaceutical manufacturer when a drug harms a patient?
Patients who suffer harm from a prescription drug often sue both the prescribing physician and the drug manufacturer, seeking recovery for failure to warn of the drug's potential harm. In many of these cases, the drug manufacturer is relieved of liability under the "learned intermediary" doctrine. If, however, a drug manufacturer misrepresents information or fails to adequately warn a physician about a drug's potential dangers, it may be possible for a physician to maintain a legal cause of action against the manufacturer. This article discusses the legal basis for such a lawsuit and describes two legal cases involving physicians who sued pharmaceutical manufacturers based on inadequate warnings regarding their products.